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Illustration of Greek Mythology 
The people of Greece shared stories that they believed in called myths about gods, goddesses, and heroes. They worshiped these gods and goddesses as the ruler and a deity over certain aspects of their lives. Through thousands of years, the ancient Greek culture has been passed down through novels, modern plays, and stories, to mention a few ways.
In his epigram, martial writes of a “broad jealous queen." This is about Hera, a goddess who was a daughter of the Titans Cronus and Rhea and was the wife of Zeus who, according to Greek myths, was referred to as the queen of intriguers, who happened to be a vindictive and jealous wife. When the writer refers to this lady as broad, it is symbolic as it agrees with the character of Hera, who is said to have frequently been outwitting her husband. The writer refers to her as a queen symbolically. This is just as she was always referred to.
Martial also refers to the lady in the epigram as “some fine lady with the ancient blood." Here there is the reflection of Greek mythology in that Hero was a goddess worshiped for several reasons: the goddess marriage and of the life of women. "Fine lady" here describes the lady's appearance, which synchronizes with Hero being the goddess of the life of women. When martial writes of "Ancient blood," this symbolizes Ichor. According to Greek mythology, Ichor is the ethereal fluid, meaning the blood of the gods or immortal beings. The Ichor was sometimes said to contain the qualities of the immortals, for instance, food and drinks and nectar as remains. This fluid was considered toxic to human beings that would kill them immediately if they came to contact with it.
“Classical hair, classical eyes" the writer refers to the beauty of the said lady as that of Hera, the goddess. She was the queen of the Olympian gods, and queens appeared in splendor and beauty. They are well endowed with beauty from the hair to the sores of their feet. Hera, the goddess, was associates with the peacock since she was beautiful. Also, "old men stared at her hungrily." This illustrates how the lady was on her outward appearance. She was gorgeous that those men stared at her in a manner likely to suggest they would like to get involved with her. Her beauty symbolizes the beauty of Hera, the goddess.
“Swallowing you whole and squirming with an aching palm” here, the writer describes this lady in many ways as the goddess- Hera. It is recorded that Hera kept quarreling with her husband. “Swallowing you whole” is meant to describe a quarrelsome person who is ready for violence at any time. This could have been because she was the goddess of marriage and was brave enough that it was believed that she had been protecting the unions of Greece. She was vigorous in terms of protecting homes and marriages according to the people in their land. She used to pursue with vindictive hatred all the heroines that were beloved to her husband. She also protected the women of that time during their childbirth.
The writer also refers to the myth of ages. This is exhibited in the text when he writes of the men. “In the hall, the sad old men stare at her hungrily" This is at the beginning of the poem, just before he describes this lady. In those times, a description of times was done about ages. There was the golden age, the bronze age, silver, and Iron Age. There were races in these ages and the golden age, and it is mentioned that they never grew old. So when the writer says these men are referring to them as old, it automatically disqualifies them from being of the golden age. The description he gave made these men seem to have come from the Bronze Age. It is recorded that the race from the bronze age was very violent. In the poem, he refers to them as old and sad. This description suits the men of the Bronze Age according to the ages described in Greek mythology.
Also, the nature of this race is that of mutual destruction because of them thriving in violence is illustrated in the poem where the writer writes that they stared at the lady “hungrily” the term hungrily show some form of aggression which goes in line with the description of the bronze age race.
Still on the nature of the race of the Bronze Age, when the writer notes that “she is sorry she cannot love you when you are gone," explains that due to the nature of the people in the bronze age of being violent, they perished because of mutual destruction.  This lady notes that she could not love someone whose character would lead him to expire, and then when he dies, she would just be left with memories. “She will spend decades remembering” the writer meant that the lady was too young. Loving some older adult would be of a short period, and that the man would soon die and leave her only with memories which would be for so many years, meaning the men must have been too old. Considering their nature of destroying each other, it was automatic that the man would surely perish sooner than later.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The writer also exhibits the worship of the goddess of sexual love and beauty called Aphrodite. There is the aspect of love and beauty in this poem. The lady was "passionate but disengaged," probably because the lady wanted to love these men. Still, considering the kind of people they were (bronze age) and their age, she became disengaged, i.e., she was not entirely interested in loving any of them due to those factors. The men were “staring at her hungrily” this portrays sexual life as they all would have wanted to be erotically involved with her since she is described as beautiful hence attractive. “She will stay decades with it was remembering and remembering until she too is dust," the writer depicts of an expression of love that will last for far too long. This implies that they were worshiping the goddess of love and that they believed in the existence of authentic love.
